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nende ſunt Leftiones quotidiane; Alters Mane, in Novo, vel Veteri 


Pernacula.  Hwunc Ritum eſſe Antiquum, probat & Res, & Vocabulum. 
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Diſpute havin * Fn din in a 
Vl Pulle Cena about the USEFUL- 
Z NEss of LECTURERS, and one 
„ the Gentlemen ſending me the fol- 
Iowing Letter a few Days after, ocean 4 the 
Writing of this Treatiſe-in Anſwer 70 it: And 
the Reaſon why it is Printed, is in Hopes it may 
do ſome good to the Cauſe of Religion n General, 
by taking off the unjuſt Prejudices which many 
have conceivd againſt the Frequency of our 
Preaching ; and to the Cauſe of the Church of 
England in Particular, as a ſhort Apology for 

Her Clergy and Chariry-Schools 


I truſt I have treated His Grace + CAN. 
TERBURY Vith the Deference due to His high 
Station, Character and Abilities; and ſaid 
thing which can juſtly diſoblige any Perſon. 


=» ET 1 


— 


en 


Ix I have ſaid more of my Brethren than 
ſome may like, let em conſider the Neceſſity there 
is for ſaying it, in theſe Days of Witkeaneſs, 
_ when ſo many Mercenary Pens are dnaum against 
Them, Harpen d by Hunger and Malice, and | 
"tis. Faſhionable to endeavour to make them the | 
Filth of the World, and the Offscourmg of all 
Things; tho the Blood of our Beſt Nobility fills 
 fome of their Veins, the Blood of our Chief Gen- 
try many of em, and a Liberal Education 
i adorns 'em All. | 


1 I have regarded no Ornaments or Embell:ſh- 
; ments, but left naked Truth to ſhift for it 54 
J foreſee the Quotations will paſs over heavily ; 
þ but ſure Men are nat always to Read for Plea- 
ire, and Subjects muſt be taken as they can be 

1 handled, not as we would wiſh em to be. And 
now 1 offer up my Hearty Prayers to God, that 
I _ what is here Publiſi d may anſwer the Ends of x 
1 Publication. | e 
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| n 17211 
e c in; ; d 
0 et you ſee I am nor Wh in my 
Bi y own Concert, J here ſend you the 
* Ds very Words of that Learned and 
3 SIG Worthy Prelate, WILLIAM Lord 
Biſhop of LiNCOLN, in the Preface to his 
Commentary upon the Church-Catechiſm, di- 
rected to the Arch-Deacons and Clergy of that 
Dioceſs, in the T hird Edition; nn 1708, 


« How wiſe the Conſtrütion of our Church 5 
© in this Reſpect, as well as in its other Efta- 
te 8 is, it would be needleſs for me 
to obſerve to you. The 2 of the Thing 
Ba "= 
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it {elf ſufficiently ſpeaks it: For as by the 
Sermon in the Morning, thoſe who are of 
. Riper Tears, and better Knowlege, in the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, are edyfied and lun 35 


ſo by teaching, and expounding the C atechiſm, 
in the Afternoon, the, Younger, and more Ig- 
norant, (who are not yet capable of profit- 
ing by Sermons) are inform'd and train d 
up with ſuch a Sort of Learning as is ſuitable 
to their Age and Capacities. And yet, alas! 
how has this prudent and uſeful Method been 
ſlighted by many, and neglected by more ? 
And inſtead of theſe Catachetical Inſtituti- 


ons, a Second Sermon been introduc'd for 


the Afternoon; and a new Sort of Teachers 
ſet up, under as new a Character, of Le- 
Furers, to Preach it; and that (oftentimes) 


not ſo much to the real Benefit, as to the 


Fancies and Inclinations of thoſe by whom 


they are to be paid for it. I cannot ſay that 
this is altogether contrary to our preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment, becauſe the laſt * Ach of Unifor- 


mity has given Directions for the . 


and allowing of them: But ſure I am it is 
manifeſt Encroachment upon our good Old 
Conſtitution, which knew no ſuch Perſons, 


nor made any Proviſion for them. And the, 
Reſult has been, that the Afternoon Sermon 


< has almoſt quite thrown out the much better, 
| « and 
| X 13 Car, II. C. iv. S. 19, Ge. 1 
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< and more profitable Exerciſe of Catechizing ; z 
« which has both the Laws of the Realm, and 
« Canons of the Church, on its Side; whereas. 
« the other has neither: And therefore if the 


« One muſt be allow'd, I think the ONT 
cc leaſt, ſhould not be omitted. 77 


« A ND in this I ſpeak not only my own. 
« Senſe, but the Judgment of thoſe whoſe 
6e Opinions carry Authority, as well as Weight, 
« with them. Such was that of * Arch · bi | 
* Sheldon, in the Year1672, who by the King's 
Command requir'd his Suffragans“ To enforce 
«* the Excution of ſuch Laws and Conſtituti- 
e ons, as enabled them to enjoyn the Uſe, and 
« Excerciſe, of our Church-Catechiſm: Of + 
« Arch-biſhop Sancreft, in the Year 1688, 
« among whoſe ſeaſonable and wiſe Articles, 
« ſent to his Bzſhops in a very Critical un- 
« Hure, the Fourth was this: That 
« they (the Clergy) diligently Catechize the 
% Children, and Youth of their Pariſhes, (as 
< the Rubric of the Common Prayer - Book, 
« and the Fj . Math Canon enjoyn) and ſo. 
prepare them to be brought in due Time to 
Confirmation, when there ſhall be Opportu- 
* nity: And that they alſo, at the ſame Time, 
« expound the Grounds of Religion, and Com-. 
mon Coriftianit , in the Method 4 the Cate- 
B 3 he cm, 


_—_ a — 


Ses bis Latter of that Year te e Lawnem. . - 
+ See his Articles recommended to the Biſhops, July 16. 1688. 
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* * bell Means to prevent the Growth of Pope- 


* much Importance, as to give it a particular 


6 - JD D#Fztnce 
4 chiſn m, for the Inſtruction and Benefit of the 
< whole Pariſh; reaching them what they are 
4 Believe, and what to. Do, and what 
4 to Pray for; and particularly, often ank 
« -earneftly inculcating upon them the Im. k 
« gortance, and 9 * their Baptiſmal 3 
$ 7 , 


THIS was eth great, a good Plate 3 
« thought necellaty rorecommend to the Clergy 3 
« 'in the 1 ime of our utmoſt Danger, and as the 


5, then breaking in, like a Torrent upon us, 
ix on cvery Side. And when his late Majeſty, 
« of Glorious Memor: „had freed us from that 
& Fear, yet ftill He honght this Duty of fo. N 


« Place in his * Hjunc tions, ſet forth for the 


« better Efabliſhraene of our Church in the 
4 * Year I 1694. | | 


' YOUR Spies to. this, Sir, and what Was. 
farther urg'd againſt Lecturers, when we were 
lately rogether, will Yer much Welte 
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Be JuLY, 1721. 
C Thank my Gd Friend for this Letter; but 


can't think He is any more concern'd in the 
Application of the Text he hints at, than »y 


felf, or any other Perſon in Company, when I 


ſpoke it: For twas not directed particularly to 
am, but brought in as an Obſeryation upon 2 
Al when the Argument was over: And I take 
this Opportunity to aſſure him, that I never yet 
deſignedly call'd His War in 9 or ac- 
cus d Him of G onceite 


TRE Dita you | make, Sir, is very 
much to the Purpoſe, conſidering how the Die 

te ran: But, before 1 come to examin it, I 
beg you will indulge my taking a ſhort View 


of the whole Prefaceyou have borrow d it from, 


fo far as it relates to the Point 1 in Hand. 


Hrs ; Lordſhip hrt in the Former Part of 


| this Preface, That the * Lord Cromwel be- 


gan the Reformation, with requiring Mini- 


© ſters to teach Parents and Maſters, and, by 


* them, their Children and Servants, the Creed. 


. Lord's wh and the Ten Command- 


B 4 5 « ments; 
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ments; which was more than many of the 


erg) themſelves, in thoſe Days, were very 
well able to expound to them. [So that Ca- 


techiizing was not in Faſhion 184 Years ago.] 


cc 


c 


About Eleven Years atter, His Lordſhip tells 


us) + King Edward the Sixth found it ne- 
ceſſary to repeat the very. ſame Order in His 
 Injunttions : That every Holy- Day, hen there 
was no Sermon, the Parſons and Vicars ſhould, 
after the Goſpel, recite to their Pariſhioners, 
the Pater-Noſter, Creed, and Ten Command- 
ments in Engliſb, to the Intent the People 


might learn the ſame ; cxhorting all Parents 


5 as Houſcholders to teach their Children and 


Servants the ame... [Which ſhews Catechi - 


zing was not obſervd, and poſtpon d to Sermons, 
173 Years ſince.] « When the Service - Book 


cc 


ce 


ether Catechiſm was compos d, and publiſhid 


64 
cc 


Was compil d about Tivo Tears after, a Cate- 


chiſm was inſerted into it; and the * Curate 


enjoyn d, every Sixth Week, at the leaſt, to - 


teach and declare the Catechiſm, according 


to the Book of the ſame. © But yet ſtill this 


Work continued in the ſame State; nor was 
any Thing more done in it by Public Autho- 


rity, till about Four Years after; when, 


together with, the. Articles of Religion, ano- 


in Latin, and all School. Maſters enjoyn' d 
yt the kgs n to inſtruct their 
« Scholars 


_ * n 2 
. 


+K.EpwarD vI. Injunct. 1547. Bp. BURN E T's Hiſt. 


of the, Retorm. Vol. II. Ap: P. 165. 
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Sebolars in it. And here the compleat Mo- 
e del of our Church- Catechiſm. was firſt laid, 
a ſhort Account of the Two Sacraments be- 
« ing added to the C reed, Lord's Prayer, and 
* Ten Commandments. ” (This was done 167 
Years paſt] © A Stop was put to this Exerciſe in 

: Mary's Reign --- But when Þ Queen 
Elizabeth came to the Throne, ſhe return'd 
<« to the ſame Order that Her Brother, KingE4- 
« ward the VI. had eſtabliſh'd. She requird 
the Parſons and Vicars, every Holy*Day, to 
recite the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and Ten 
Commandments in Enghſh, that their Pa- 
r:/hioners might both learn themſelves, and 
« teach their Children the ſame. And ſheen- 
joyn'd them every Holy-Day, and every Se- 
« cond Sunday in the Year, to hear and in- 
« ſtruct the Touth of their Pari ſh, for Half an 
Hour at leaſt, before Evenme- Prayer, 1 in theſe 
Three Points ; and diligently to cxamin them, 
and teach them the Catechiſm ſet forth in 
the Book of Public Prayer.” [This was 
161 Years ago. And, what Obſtruction could 
Lecturers have been hitherto to C atechizing ? 
Or, how much Older is our Conſtitution, in This 
Reſpect, than tis in That of Lecturers? And 
how ignorant were, not only Children, but Pa. 
rents and Maſters, even of the Creed, Lords 


Prayer, and Ten Commandments, till Lecturers _ 
enlighten d em?) 


0 


— ———_ » 


+ 1559. Q. ELIz. In, N. 5. 44. N 7 | 
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By the * Conftituridhs” of 1571, conly. 
151 Years ſince} His Lordſhip informs us, That 
c every Rector and Vicar was oblig d, upon 
« every Sunday, and Holy-Day, to ſpend Two 
Hours after Dinner in this Work 9 5 what 
b This to Lecturers, and Afternoon Sermons + ? 
The Re&ors and Vicars may do ſo now, if they 
pleaſe.} © This was rc-inforc'd in the Synod of 
4 1575, £147 Years ago,] and Confirm'd, as the 
* other before had been, by the Queens Au- 
« thority: And when Arch-Biſhop Whitgift 
* underſtood that this profitable Exerciſe began, 

* nevertheleſs, to be too much neglected ch 
* by the Miniſters, and People; he carneſtiy de, 
« quird his Suffragans to give ſtraight Charge 

* to Both; and to ſee that the CHildren, and 
* other Ignorant Perſons, were duly inſtructed 
«© and cxamin'd in their Catechiſm, as by the 
„Orders of the Church they ought to be. [ So 
that even only 129 Years paſt, Catechiging was 
hardly obſcrv'd, and docs not appear to be en- 
joyn'd.by any Act of Parliament. 8 


F Tris Matter was ſettled again by the 
« Canons of 1604, [only 116 Years fi nce] 
and ſevere Canonical Penalties decreed againſt 
ſuch Miniſters, upon Complaint of Neglect 
«2 This Particular. But UP: the laſt |] Reviſ . 

* ON 


4 


3 Spar. Col. P.233. . is 
11661. See the Rubric before the Church-Catechiſen. 


7E i eg FE 


of LzeroreRs It 


on of the Book of Common Prayer, conly 


59 Years ago, when all Lectures were as 
much in Vogue as they are now, and when Ca- 
zechizing was firſt eſtabliſh'd effectually, and by 
At of Parliament,] © There is ſome Change 
* made as to the Time when this Office is to 


* be perform'd : For whereas before the Curate 


« of every Pariſh was directed to inſtruct and 
« examine the Children of his Pariſh before 
« Evening-Prayer began; it is now appointed, 
to be done in Time of Divine Service, im- 
« mediately after the Second Leſſon---" But ſtill, 
« as to the Subſtance of the Duty, it remains 


_ "AND, if 2 let the Miniſters and People | 
anſwer for the Neglect of This Duty, where it's 
neglected; the Lecturers being out of the Caſe. 


Iis certain They did not hinder C atechizmg 


much Before this Rubric was made; and as 
certain, that the Enactors of it did not think 
They would hinder it for the Future; otherwiſe, 


They ought either to have laid Lecturers aſide, 


or enjoin d Catechizing at tome other Hour. 
From All which it appears, that the rea) Pra- 
ice of Catechiging is no Older a Branch of 


our Conſtitution, than Lecturers; and that the 


one was never effectually carry'd on, till after 
the Other was cſtabliſhid. Forzheſe Reaſons, 
and no Other, J have made the foregoing Ne- 


marks; and not with the leaſt View of depreci- 


ating. 
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ating or diſcouraging the excellent Intiration 
of C tan 


Ax, that Both theſe Cuſtoms are conſiſtent 
with each other, and uſcful, His Lordſhip Him- 
ſelf is pleas d to own, in the very next Period 
to the Quotation you have made from Him --- 
« Our Preſent Moſt Reverend Metropolitan, in 
« His Circular Letter, 1 69 5, thus prudently re- 
% concil'd the Diſcharge of This Duty, with the 
« Manners and Humours of the Times; by di- 
recting his Suffragaus to recommend it to 
<« their Clergy, ſince they muſt Preach, (after 
having examin'd the Children in their Cate- 
chiſm, as the Rubrick requires,) © to Preach in 
* the Afternoon upon Catechetical Heads; 
both that the People may be the better root- 
e ed and grounded in the Faith, and alſo kept 

« from Other Aſſemblies. 


I come now to your Favourite Paſſage, Sir: 
But, ſhall give you the late Dr. Edwards's 
Thoughts upon it, (tho' I think them too rough 
and unmannerly,) as expreſs d in the Beginning of 
his Preacher, before offer my own. There are 
<'thole (ſays he) who would have Catechising 
< exclude all Sermons, and accordingly they 
« ſo extol and advance the One, as to 
bring the Other into Diſrepute: Whereas 
the trac Way is to maintain and keep up the 
Credit of Both: The One being neceſſary for 
85 thoſe of younger Years, and the Other for 

wy „ ſuch 
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ſuch as are of ſome Maturity. He goes on ---- 


I confeſs I wonder'd to meet with ſuch a Paſ- 
ſage as This in a * Learned Writer of onr 


Church: Tam confident, faith he, that would 
all Sorts of Perſons but duly attend upon 


theſe Inſtructions (i. e. Catechetical Exerciſes. 
which he before mention d) they would reap - 


a more ſubſtantial Benefit by them than from 


Thoſe other Exerciſes which have, I knownot 
_ how, ſountverſally crept into the Place of them. 


One would not have imagin'd that a Perſon of 


His Character ſhould venture to utter ſuch un- 
adouiſed Words, for they can be thought to be 
no leſs, ſeeing they caſt ſuch a Contempt upon 


thoſe Religious Exerciſes, Viz. Sermons, which 


are ſo conſtantly Preach'd not only by his 
' Brethren, but by himſelf, and are duly at- 


tended upon by Underſtanding and Pious 
Chriſtians. If Sermons be crept mto the Place 
of Catechizing, it is by the Allowance of 
the Governors of the Church, and therefore 
this Worthy Writer could not truly ſay, he 
knew not how. ' But if he was reſolvd to fay 
any Thing of this Matter, he might have ſaid 
this with Truth and Reaſon, that Catechizing 
and-Pulpit-Diſcourſcs have their different Uſe 
and Place, and ſo are conſiſtent ; and there- 
fore 'tis unreaſonable and abſur'd that Cy 
ſhould juſtle out the Other. 


| Dr. Makes Pref to his Oda on 3 Church-Catechiſm. ; 


- ; A . 3 n \ 
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I told you above, Sir, that your Quotation was 


very pertinent; but think it ſhould not imme- 


diatcly affect the Lecturers of this Town : Be- 
cauſe, when His Lordſhip wrote the ſaid Pre- 
face to His Arch-Deacons and Clergy, he -was 
Biſhop of Lincoln, and gave it as Advice to the 
Clergy of that Dioceſe. And, if ſo, His Lord- 
ſhip had no great Occaſion to find Fault with Le- 
cturers, there being fo few in that whole Coun- 
65, and in all the Caumties under His large Epiſ⸗- 
copal Care. And as little Reaſon was there to 
diſcourage Sermons by the Incumbents in After- 
noons; ſince ſo very few Churches in the Coun- 
try have em, or indeed ſo much as Prayers. If 
we therefore take His Lordſhip, as Writing to 
His Own Clergy, one would imagine His Mean- 
ing to be, Firſt, A kind Apology to the People, 
for the Clergys not Preaching r̃wicè on Sunday's, 
which moſt Pariſhes very eagerly covet: And, 
Secondly, A modeſt Inſinuation to the Clergy, that 
they ought to read Prayers and Catechize, at leaſt, 


on Sundays in the Afternoon. 


Bur, Sir, if you conceive His Lordſhip in- 
tended this Paragraph as a Mipe upon the London 
Lecturers, as you probably do by ſending it z7Zus 
to me, I ſhall beg Leave to obſerve, that the Whole 
of His Lordſhip's Complaints againſt em icems to 
be compriz d under Three Heads, which I ſhall 
endeavour to Anſwer. _ . 8 
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AND 
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Ax FO, Firſt | is, © Thata REY Sermon, 


introduc for the Afternoon, and a new Sort 
of Teachers ſet up, under as new a Character, 


of Lecturers, to Preach it, is a manifeſt En- 


croachment upon our good Old Conſtituti 70n, 


ce 


which knew no Such Perſons, nor made. any 


Proviſion for Them. 1 e 


R Secondly, « That the Reſult has 1 tk 
the Afternoon Sermon has al moſt quite thrown 
out the much better, and more profitable Ex- 
erciſe, of Catechizzng ; which has both the 


Laws of the Realm, and the Canons of 
the Church, on its Side; whereas the other has | 


neither. 


AND, Thirdh, «© That theſe new Teachers 


and Lecturers Preach (oftentimes) not ſo much 


to the real Benefit, as to the Fancies and Incli- 


nations of Thoſe by whom They are to be paid 
for it. 


WAT His Lordſhip means, Sir, in His E 170. 


Complaint, by our good Old Conſtitution, by in- 
veighing againſt an Encroachment upon it, and 
ſaying Lefturers have neither the Laus of the 
Realm, nor the Canons of the Church, on Their 
Side, I cannot imagine; ſince He acknowledges, in 
the ſame Section, That he cannot ſay that Le. 
* Hurers are altogether contrary to our Preſent E. 


« ſtabli ſhment, becauſe the laſt Act of Uniformity 


* 13. Car. 11. Cap. Iv. S. 19, Cc. 


has 
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Law together in 1660. 


« has given Directions for the Licenſing, and 
« Allowing of them. Are all new Acts of Par- 
liament then Encroachments upon our Old 
Conſtitution? Is not ſuch an Act a Law of our 
Realm? If the Law of the Land obliges Biſhops 
to Allow and Licenſe Lecturers, What better 

Eſtabliſhment can they have, except the making 
a legal Proviſion for em, which tis their Miſ- 
fortune yet to want? But ſure their Misfortune 
ought not to be imputed to em as their Crime * 


I have already ſhewn, Sir, and from His Lord- 
ſhip 's own Words, that the real Practice of Ca- 
5 is no Older a Branch of our Conſtitution 
than Lecturers, they being Both eſtabliſh'd by 
But, tho I date the 
Commencement of Lectures ſo low, yet many 
of em are much Ancienter, and Older than our 
Conſtitution it ſelf in this Reſpect. I grant, that 


moſt of the Lectures in this City took their Riſe 


in the laſt Century: Yet the Evening Lecture 
on Friday, at St. Michael Royal, was founded 


and endow'd in 15893 as were allo Three 
Lecture-Sermons at St. Michael-Cornhill 300 


Years ago, Tuo of which to be Preach'd on 
Sundays after Evening-Prayers, and the Third 
on iC * Day at the ſame Hour. I for- 
bear ſeveral Other Inſtances, becauſe the very 
Firſt of the Canons, made in the Firſt Year 
of the Reign of King James I. 1603, menti- 
ons Lecturers more than once; and the Learned 
| wu ©. Vp 
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Dr. Gibſon, tells us in his Codex, That this 
6.0 C anon is taken from the Injunctionsc of Hany 


0 VII. publiſh din 1536. 


Se 0 5 theſe New That, Sir, are not 
of ſo Modern à Date in this Town, as perhaps 
you took them to be; and, if you trace them to 
the Original, they will appear to be no Younger 
than Chriſtianity it ſelf. For no Employment 
of the Clergy. being of more general Uſe than 
Preaching, our Saviour places it firſt in His Com- 
miſſion to the Apoſtles, and ſends em forth to 
| Preach, and not to Pray, as the Ordination of 
Miniſters now runs. And, as Chriſt and His 
Apoſtles took all Opportunities of Preaching, 
: 7 gave themſelves continually to the Miniſtry 
of the Word: So St. Chryſoſtom, St. Auſtin, St. 
Ambroſe, St. Origen, St. Baſil and other famous 
Lights of the Church, Preach'd not only Tuice 
upon the Lord's-Day, but on other Days of the 
Week, and often, for many Days together, cſpe- 
cially in Lent, (in Imitation of which our Lent- 
Preachers are appointed) as appears from their 
Sermons, and other Writers. They had ſtated Ser- 
mons on7 hurſdays and Saturdays in the Churches 
of Alexandria, which. were ſet up by Origen. St. 
Chryſoſtom intimates, that he Preach'd Thrice a 
Week, defends and applauds the Cuſtom of Preach- 
ing on Sundays in the, Afternoon as uſeful and 
neceſſary, and there are many Reproofs extant 
in his Afternoon Tractates and Homilies to 
People tor not frequentingthem. Biſhops then 
C Preach d 


1 * DkpE NCE : 


＋. 


Prtcach d conſtititly, and were enjoyird ſo to do: 
Nay, poſſibly, every Day, as well as Commu- 
nicated. At firſt, Pteaching was reſery'd as a 
Peculiar of the Biſhops, cſpecially in Cathedral. 
Churches: And fo both the Latin and Greek 

athers made Comments and Sermons Twice 
every Sunday. But this Function was very early 
requir d of Presbyters; and, in Cities, and greater 
Churches, they Preachd Forenoon and After- 
noon, and ſeldom an Holy Day paft without 
a Sermon, which Cuſtom our Univerſities and 
Cathedrals now copy. This was the Practice 
& the Chriſtian Church in the pureſt Times. 


Vr Learning falling wich the Roman 
Empire, and perfe&ly decaying in the Sixth 
Century among the Gawls, there was little or 
no Preaching in the Meſtern Church for 500 
Years together, as Surius tells us: Upon which,ſuch 
Ignorance and Irregularities enſu d, that Preach- 
ing was ſet up in the Country- Pariſhes in the 
French Church, and an Order made for it inthe 
Council of Vaiſon. But ſtill, as Poprſh Mals 
prevail d, this Exerciſe grew out of Date: And 
what Stupidity and Wickedneſs reign'd.in the 
Tenth Age, Bellarmin and Baronius acquaint 
us; and therefore the Council of Frullo made 
a Canon to promote Daily Preaching. Bur, for 
all this, it was almoſt extinet before the Refor- 
mation; and, where twas usd, fabulous and ro- 
ape Stories were the chicf Sud) cas of Prea- 
| 1 chers, 
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chers, of which Eraſinus, and Faber, and Hot- 
tinger, and many other Learned Men, have 
made too juſt Complaints: Nay, there are no Ser- 
mons of latter Ages, before the Dawning of the 
Reformation, worth Reading ; and the beſt in An- 
tiquity would hardly do now. In ſuch groſs Dark. 
neſs and Error were we! And Ignorance is the 
natural Conſequence of Want of Preaching, as 
may be feen now in the vaſt Kingdom of Ruſſia la, 
where they have Sermons but Twice a Lear. 


Bur the Reformation began with Frequen- 
cy of Preaching, which vaſtly furthered the Pro- 
teſtant Caute. Martin Luther, who broke the 
Ice, was a conſtant Preacher, and far from thinking 
Afternoon Sermons Unneceſſary, or Novel, as his 
own Sermons ſhew: And he declares his Thoughts, 
in this Cafe, to Nicolas Hanſman, a German Bi- 
ſhop, and a Friend to the Reformation, as expreſs d 
in our Title-Page. And are not the Arms which 
got us the Victory ſtill fit for our Defence? Are 
not theſe Authorities of the Fathers, and of this 
great Reformer, ſufficient to convince the World, 
that Preaching Fore and After Noon is a Practice 

much older than the Engliſs Puritans? So that 


A 0550 Sermons are not only Ancient, but 


Regular, and according to the Order of our pre- 
Keil Church. We find Eurher Preachd Twice 
on ſundry Holy. Days; and the Rubrick after the 
Nicene Creed ſuppoſes the Intervention of a 
Sermon, or r Homily, every TONE” Day. -- And 
C 2 9 
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where is the Inconvenickeys” 5 or neuem 3 
—_—— 5 

Ti HERE is the 9 Reaſon for frequent Ser- 
N mons now. And therefore the Act of Unifor- 
mity Says, Gar, 3:1." That the Mercy, Fa- 
4 vour, and Bleſſing: of Almighty God, is in 
e no wile ſo readily and plentitullgpoi 
by Common - Prayer, due uſing, of the Sacra- 
«@ ments, and often Preaching, of the Goſpel, 
« with Devotion- of. the Hearers. And, God 
be praiſed; ſo great? 15 the Company of Preach- 
ets among us, that no Nation abounds moxe in 
this Bleſſing than N So that, 1 may ſay, 
the State of the Preſent Church, in this Reſpect, 
is happier than that of the Ancient Church: And 
1 hope the Scarcity of Preaching before the Re. 
formation, is AIG a VS nor our Sulden. 
. ever feel! 


>: 


11 18 "Es hg was s very ell 8 
af this: And therefore 1 conceive, Sir, that He was 
far from intcnding to reflect upon the Frequency 
of Preaching in the Primitive Church, or in our 
Own now; but that He alludes to thoſe Le- 
.EZyres, which were firſt ſet up in the Days of 
Anarchy and Violence, by cruel and. unreaſona- 
ble Men, to Preach againſt the Court, and had 
the greateſt Treaſons, in Nomine Domeni, hatch' d 
at. OR: A * Nope DR * us, That 
l 5 — — — N — 

Kaen. Hin. W. 199, and 203. | 
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ce Mr. Henry Burton was a Miniſter and Lectu · 
© ker of London, after he had been Cloſet- Keeper 
<. to King Charles I. when Prince of Hales up- 
on what baſe Motives he turn'd Lecturer, and 
c how ſcandalouſſy he behavd himſelf after- 
er wards: But was that the Fault of the Lectu. 
rer, or of the Man? Or, are Lecturers to be more 
blam d for this ſingle Inſtance, than Miniſters are; 
Who were ſo over. run with Treaſon andRebel- 
. lion, that. they preſented a Declaration, Sign d 
© by ſeveral Hundreds of the Miniſters of London 
< and the Countries adjacent, to the Houſe of 
«Commons, againſt the whole Government of 
4 the Church: The fame Incomparable Hiſto= 
rian farther acquaints us, * That St. Antholins 
&* was a Place in thoſe Times made famous by 
< ſome Seditious Lecturer, when the Scofti/Þ 
«© Commiſſioners came to London, and that That 
« Church was aſſign d to them for their De- 
4 votions: But, ſince Henderſon; and ſome of 
ce their own: Chaplains, ſtill Preach'd there af- 
© rerwards, and on Sundays from Morning till 

6 Night, (tho the whole Service in the Primi- 
tive Church laſted not above two Hours, as St. 
Chryſoſtom often deelares in his Sermons) let 
them anſwer for their own Ribaldry and Non- 
ſence; and the Tumults and Riots they occa- 
ſion d: For ſure the Engliſß are not to anſwer 
for that! And, ſhall a $ cond Inſtance df a'vile 
£ etfurer; eee a Name, caſt a blacker Shade 
: & Wow * upon 
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upon all Lecturers now, than the Baſe and In- 


famous Practices of Hundreds of Rectors, whoſe 


Names are not yet forgotten, does upon Re- 
Fors? Vet, if theſe Men ran in His Lordſhip's 

Mind when He writ this Paſſage, and fir d His 
pious Breaſt with Reſentment, I conſeſs He had 
juſt Reaſon to think em ſirange Teachers, un- 
known to our good old Saia es, and ſuch as 
deſerved no other Proviſion to be oy ee em, 

un That which I care not to name. 


* UT TO IO Sunna n Soller 

« That the Reſult has been, that the {fe 

cc n Sermon has almoſt quite thrown out 
* the much better, and more profitable Exerciſe; 


c of Catechizing; which has both the Laws of 


the Realm, and the Canons of the Church, on 
& its Side; whereas the other has neither. 

THIS Charge againſt Lecturers, with Re- 
gard to the Kingdom in general, might well have 
been ſpar d; ſince they are ſo far from having 
thrown out the much better Exerciſe of Cate: 
chizmg, that there is ſcarce one in an Hundred 


Churches in this Nation which has Afternoon- 


Sermons : So that the Neglect of Catechizing 
cannot lic at the Lecturers Doors. 


Hr IS Lordſhip very well obſerves, Sir, < That 


ec the Conſtitution of our Church, in this Re- 


ce ſpect, is wiſe: For as by the Sermon in the 


< - Morning, thoſe who are of riper Tears, and 


better 


. 


of honor wah 26 
better Knowledge, in the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
« are Edifyed and Inſtructeq; fo by teaching, and 
« expounding the Catechiſm, in the Afternoon, 
e the Younger, and more Ignorant, (who ate 
« not yet capable of profiting by Sermons) are 
_ « inform'd, and train d up. with ſuch a Sort of 
Learning as is ſuitable to their Age and Ca- 
« pacities. And yet, alas! how has this prudent 
and uſeful Method been 1 1 nene 
x — by. More. osten Kis 


/ Lam as A 189 can Fs that Ca 
E- techizing 1 is ſo much /ighted — neglected; but 
can't think Afternoon Sermons are the Occaſion 
of it in the Country, beeauſe there is hardly any 
ſuch Thing throughout the whole Nation. Ihear- 
tily wiſh that His Lordſhip's Advice could ſo far 
prevail upon the Country- Clergy, as to induce 
'em (not toforbear Preaching, tor certainly there 
is no Need of that, but) to do ſomething becom- 
ing their High Character and Chriſtian Office on 
Sundays inthe Afternoon. Wich HisLordſhip's 
Leave, Iſhould beg/ad it was only Reading Pray: 
ers; gladder, there was a Sermon annext to it; 
— pladaeſt, ifa little Catechizing and Expound- 
ing were adjoin d. I wiſh again, tho tis only 
a Wiſh, that this Method was obſervd, where 
conveniently it may, to fruſtrate His Lordſhip's 
Complaints againſt Lecturers, and to anſwer, 
and more than anſwer, © the wiſe Conſtitution 
« of our nch in this re 
You 
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Ye ov none ſen bebt dr. aid with His Lord: 
ſhip's own Anthority, that our Church order d 
Children to be Catechiſed upon Sundays and 
Holy-Days, as often [only} as Need required; 
which the Firſt Common-Prayer-Book of King 
Edward VI. explained to beonce in Six Weeks: 
You have ſeen, that the Injunc tions of Queen Eli. 
Sabeth enjovnd it to be done on every Holy: 
Day, and Second Sunday in tlie Vear- And, I 
aſſure you, that in all the Common - Prayer- 
Books, till the laſt Review, it was ordcrd to 
be done © Half an Hour before Evening- Song; 
that is, as the 59th. Canon explains it, © 'the Mi- 
« niſter ſhould, for Half an Hour, before Evening: 
e Prayer, examine and inſtruct the Youth, and 
« Ignorant Perſons of his Pariſh, in the e Church: 


027 © Catechiſm. SA EDO 


13 
* 


"LOT reſolvd to give you all you can wiſh for, 
Sir; and therefore I throw in one of the Ru- 
bricks at the End of the Catechiſm, which ſays, 
That the Curate of every Pariſh ſhall diligent- 
ly upon Sundays and Holy-Days, after the 
Second Leſion at Evening-Prayer, openly in 
e the Church inſtru and examin ſo many Chil- 
ce qren of his Pariſh ſent unto him, as he ſhall 
« think convenient, in ſome Patt of this Cate- 
< chiſm --- And the 59th Canon, as I have juft 
cc ſaid, enjoins every Parſon, Vicar, and Curate, 
ec upon every Sumday and Hoy Day, for Half 
| = A an 2 Hour before Evening- Prayer, to Examinc 
«and 


} * 
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& and Inſtruct the Youth and Ignorant Perſons 
© f his Pariſh in the nnn under 
ſexere nei e "Olds 308 
apps Oden 1 owns: are o FRG Hows 
ring comply'd with note, that the Duty of 
Catechifmng is reſerv d chictly for Bent, in Imita- 
tion of the Primitiuèe Church. But, pray, Sir, 
are the Canons themſelves, as the King' s Letters 
Patents direct, Read once every Year, upon 
ſome Sundays or Holy Days, in the After- 
4 noon, before Divine Service, the one Half one 
6, Day, and the other another Day, by every 
Miniſter, in the Church or Chapel where he 
« hath Charge? I ſhould be glad the Canons 
were obeyed in every Reſpect, both by Clergy 
and Laity; tho they are hardly in any]! And tis 
with Reluctance that I mention the Goth Ca. 
non, which relates to Confirmation by Biſhops, 
becauſe every Body knows how well They obſerve 
it--- But 1 chuſe to draw a Veil here. Vet, after all, 
tis plain, with Reſpect to the Nation, that Af 
ene does not obitruet . 


Jag. jp 


Sion if you are reſolvd, Hir, 28 appre- 
hend you are, to confine His Lordſhip's Ani- 
madverſions upon Lecturers wholly to this City, 


I beg you will indulge the aun 4polg, , 
for em. | | 


AND 


26 I DrExbE 


Ap here you will obſerve, Sir, that the 
Sands) Afternoon Lectures of this Town need 
not throw out the Exerciſe of Carechiſing 
whether Incumbents 4 ſo Conly] fo often as 


Need requires, or once in Stx Weeks, or oneyery- 
other Sunday, ſuppoſing the Pariſh is very Large 


and Populous, or upon every Sunday and Ho. 
H-aay, according to the Rigour and Letter of 
the Law : Becauſe all this might be done, not- 

Withſtanding our Lectures! Was it done when 
there was no ſuch Thing? Or, ate you ſure it 
would, if Lectures were aboliſh'd? But, to-day 


no more of em; might not Catechiſing and 


Expounding be perform d nous, as the Nubrie 
in the Old . Prayer - Book runs, and the 
s 9th Canon interprets it, For Half an Hour 
4 before Evening - Prayer, for all our After | 
noon ' Sermons? Or, | ſince the Church, ac- | 
cording to our beſt Coinmentators, enjoins Ce: 
techiſing only ſo often as Need requires; 
and 22 are allotted for that Purpoſe as 
well as Sundays; are there not Holy days cnow 
in the Ycar to anſwer that End? Eſpecially, when 
the Weeks of Lent are added to em? They 


Catechiſe every Thurſday at three a Clock in the 


Afternoon at St. Famess; and perhaps His 
Lordſhip, when Miniſter there, Piouſly and Pru- 
un inſtituted this Cuſtom. 


Thosk who are of Riper . and 
better Knowledge in the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
are not always Edify'd and Inſtructed by the 

Sermon 


Sermon' in MN e 3 many c of 3 0 


ſo careleſs as not to attend it: And tho the Cate- 
chiſim is not Taught and Expounded every Sunday 
in the Afternoon, for the Benefit of the Younger 
and more Ignorant; yet I cannot from hence 


infer, that they are uncapable of profiting by 


Sermons, and that ſuch a Sort of Learning may 
not be ſo adapted as to be ſuitable to their Age 
and * een to train em up in a "Ch: 
Gan Mena: 1044257 AO 


AY D, — 1 it to 505 3 
concern d in this Diipute, I beg, for once, 
Sir, that you will indulge me in mentioning 
your amworthy Friend as a Proof of what 1 
advance: For, you may pleaſe to remem- 
ber, that I have been about Seven: Years Lectu- 
rer of your Pariſh ;, and, as you are a conſtant 
Frequenter of the Church, I doubt not but you 
are ſenſible that my Diſcourſes. have chiefly 


turn d upon the Creed, the Lord's-Prayer, the 


Commandments, the Sacraments, and the other 
Fundamental Points laid down in the Church-C a- 
Zechiſm: And ſure I am, that many other 
Gentlemen in my Station purſue the ſame Courle. 
And, if the Old and the Joumg, the Wiſe: and 
the Ignorant, are thus reminded and inſtructed 
together by Afternoon - Lectures, What is 


their Crime? Hard Words, High-flown Phraſes, 


and Quaint Expreſſions, are now quite diſcarded 
by all Preachers of Senſe in this Town. Their 
Method is ſo Plain and Natural, their Stile ſo 


| Beſt 
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Eaſy and Familiar, and yet fo Courtly, that the 
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Beſt Capacities may generally hear with Pleaſure, 
and the Worſt with Inſtruction. And here 1 
have a juſt and proper Handle, if I was deſirous 
of extolling my own Order; and capable of do: 
ing it, to pay the Engliſb - Clergy the great. 
eſt and trueſt Compliment that was ever made 
toa Profeſſion ---But I forbear it, and only requeſt 
you to read over the Sermons. of that Learaed 
and Pious Prelate, whom you have drawn into 
this Diſpute, and tell me, whether there is any 
Thing to be met with among the Writings of the 
Ancients, or among all the Foreign Mfadern Di- 
vines of the Chriſtian World, 85 omparable to 
em, in the Reſpects I have hinted. And hence 
1 would obſerve, that if the moſt Toung and Tp- 


morant, as well as the Older and Wiſer, do not 
profit by Afternoon. Sermons, tis not the Fault 


ww the Lee but of the Lecturers 


Bur I entirely agree with His Lordſhip, 


in thinking, That if Lectures muſt be allow'd, 
Catechi iſa mg, at leaſt, ſhoatd not be omitted, 


And fo far is it from being omitted, (1 write it 
with Pleaſure and Triumph) within the Bills of 
Mortality, where almoſt all the Lectures of this 
Nation are, that, I belieye, the Preſent Genera- 
tion of Children, both Rich and Poor, can 
give a much better Account of their- Faith and 
Catechiſm, than either the Children in the Pri- 


mitive Ages could, or all thoſe who have been 


before em ſince the Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtia- 


nity among us; thoſe, eſpecially, who livd be- 


fore 


of Lidern H 4 
fore Lectures were in Faſhion; and that the 
Children, within his Compaſs, would, upon 
Trial, be found far to excel all Others in 
Ertat.- Britain, whete Lectures no Way hinder: 
their Inſtruction: Tho, even in moſt Parts of 


the Country, the Young are not o . nr as 
7 us d to de a few Years ago. | 


5525 luer Improvement, 1 own, Sir, is, 
in a great Meaſure, owing to our 7 harity-$chools, 
which ought never to forget 'the vaſt Obligati- 
ons they are under to His GRACE of 
Canterbury. To them is it dwing, that our Poor 
Children are train d up in the Fear and Nurture 
of the Lord, and taught to give a better Ac- 
count ot their Faith than the Prieſts of this 
Nation formerly could: For the chief Deſign 
of this Charity is, after they hade learnt to 


| Read, to ground em in _ per rs Cate- 
chi fn, 1 | 


my ND, that our Yom Nobles and Gait; 
and others of the Better Sort, are not wanting 
in this Reſpect, whatever ill Uſes they make of 
a good Education afterwards, is to be attributed 
(and with Honour and Gratitude) to the Chri- 
ſtian Care and Induſtry of thoſe Gentlemen 
who have the Tuition and Forming of them. 
And, tho many worthy and learned Lay- 
Men are employ d in this Work, and diſcharge 
their great Truſt in all Reſpects, yet I can- 
not forbear congratulating my Country, that 


kite our 
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our Principal Schools are filled by ſome of our 


Chief Clergy; and moſt others, by thoſe of Fi- 
gure and Reputation, who do, as they are more 
particularly bound, make C atechizing as conſtant 
and eſſential a Part of their Scholars Exercife 
and Duty, as any other whatſoever. For which 
Reaſon, I ſuppoſe, the 78th Canon enjoins 
EE urates, deſirous to teach Schools, to be Li- 
cc cens d before Others: And the 79th: Canon 
<.\obliges all School-Maſters to teach their Out 
< dren the C ee * 

br, ſhould you tell me, Sir, he: cho? High 
2 Low, one with another, are thus ſo well 
vers d in our Caatecihi ſin, yet tis no Thanks to 
the Lecturers; I anſwer, That, if this excellent 
End is attain'd by juſt and honeſt Methods, tho 
otherwiſe than our Church orders, and that 
Time is ſpent in the Service of Religion, which 
ſhould be taken up in his Labour, She has Rea- 
ſon to Rejozce, and no Man to Complain. But 
the conſtant Catechizing twice or thrice'a Week 
every Lent in all our Churches, and the fre- 
quent Catechigings which are each Lord's- Day, 
and oftner, in this Town, fnhould not be ſo far 
forgotten, as to make you think the Clergy dif: 
regard the Nubrics and Canons, and neglect the 
2 of © training up — in the IE | 

* they ſhould go. 


| Eprofcis the higheſt 3 Sir, to the 
eignen and Opinions of His Grace's two In- 
e 


* 
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co mparable Predeceſſors, whom He is pleasd to 
quote; and alfo'for His Own, which will always 
carry with me Authority and Weight: + Bur, 
after all, muſt beg to be excus d from thinking, 
that what Arch-biſhop Sheldon, in 1672, and 
Arch-biſhop Wrerofz, in 1688, how Seaſon- 
able and Wik ſocver the Articles might be which 
they ſent to their Biſhops, « Thar the Clergy 
« fhould diligently Catechize the Children, and 
« Touth of their Pariſhes, (as the Rubric of 
«he: Common-Prayer-Book, and 5gth Canon 
enjoin) much affects our preſent Lecturers: 
Becauſe theſe Injunctions were ſent ta the 
Biſhops, from them to the Incumbents, (not the 
Lecturers) and, if they were not obey d, muſt the 


Lecturers anſwer for it! Was there no Time in 


the whole Week to Catechiſe, but upon one 


Particular Half Hour ond unday in the Afternoon? 
O 


r, could they not order their Lecturers, if 
they did not think fit to do it themſelves, to 
perform it after the Second Leſſon? Bur, as 
Critical as ever that Iucture was, no ill Ef- 
fects enſu d for Want of Catechiæing: For the 
Criſis was too ſhort to admit of that. The 
Good Metropolitan, no Doubt, thought there 
was a King over Him, who might Reign nan 
Zears, and fo, by his Zeal and Authority, ſe- 
duce Multitudes to the Errors of Popery; which 
inclin d Him to look ſo far forward, as totake 


Care of the ſucceeding Generation, and to ſe- 


cure it Foy conſtant . But ſo it hap- 
. 'd, 
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pen d, that the Then preſent Generation Was A 
Carechix d as to take away all his Grace's Fears 
of Popery. Nor indeed can I think Catechifins 
was then the propereſt Method of Defence, or 
that it will ever be ſo, in this Nation, in ſuch 
Caſes: For then, the one Side vill have only 
the Children to Diſcipline, whilſt the other has 
the Men. Such Violent Meaſures, and Crits- 
cal. Junctures, ſeldom laſt long here; and there- 
fore, I conveive, that Preachmg, even Afternoon 
Preaching, is of much more Service at ſuch Times 
than Catechiging Tho. I agree. 7. hat ſhould 
not be whally omitted. | 


1 HAVE hichwo. 1 4 the N 
point to be anſwer'd under this Head, which 
is, That Lecturers have neither the ee of 
75 the Realm, nor the Canons of the Church, on 
their Side: But I ſhall make it appear, to you, 
Sir, that they: have both. 


Tax At, of Uniformity, 2 II. 14. places 
Lecturers in the beſt Company amongtheClerg , 
by the ſame Authority, and obliges em to ſub- 
ſcribe the fame Declaration, not only with Ne- 
crars, but alſo with Deans and Canons, and 
Maſters of Colleges. And, after ſuch Subſcri- 
ption is made, as the Act requires, every Lectu- 
rer ſhall procure a Certificate under the Hand 
and Seal of the reſpective Arch-biſhop, Biſhop, 
or erte of the Dioceſe; who are thereby 

enjoin d 
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enjoin d and requir d, upon Demand, to make and 
deliver the ſame - So that hey are not left to the 
meer Mercy of Biſhops, or Arch-biſhops but are 
to be admitted in the ſame Manner, and deprivd 
for the ſame Reaſon, with their Betters. Nay, 
Lecturers are mention'd far oftner in this Act 
than any other Sort of Clergymen. There are 
Five Sections together ſpent upon them; and 
the very Sermons before the Iniverſities, (of 
Which there are Three a Week, beſides Sunday, 
at One of them,) are here © call'd Lectures. 
Srat. 17. Car. II. Cap. 2. Lecturers are menti- 
on d again, put upon the ſame Foot, and under 
the ſame Penalties, with Parſons and Vicars, | 
W 5h to the Sat. 13 Car. II. bor 5 4. 


THO Ears, Sir, were Pp woes: Mew 
Sixty Years fince, than they are now, in many 
Reſpects, yet you ſee what Opinion the Legi. 
flature had of them. The chief Obligation laid 
upon them, indeed, in theſe Statutes, was, that 
they ſhould not be Rebels; which is fo far from 
being a Compliment to the Lerturers of that © 
Time, that ir rather ſhews their Unworthineſ5, 
and the Diſtruſt the Government had of em; 
and not without Reaſon, the old Leaven of 
Malice and Wickedneſs being not then worn 
out. But, if the Legiſlature thought em worthy 
of ſuch Privileges then, what do they deſerve 
now? Now, when a Spirit of Smcerity and 
Truth and Loyalty reigns among em? Now, 
when all the Reaſons, of uſpeCing, or difliking 

D em, 
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em, are taken away; and all the n the 
Supream Powers had then in View for eſtabliſh- 
ing them, with many additional Ones, ſtill re- 
main? So that I cannot apprehend what His 
Lordſhip means by ſaying, Lecturers are not 
wholly contrary to- our Preſent Eſtabliſhment, 


ſince they are eſtabliſid "0 Acts of Parlia- 
W- 

80 far are Lecturers, 80 Fromm: he con- 
trary to the Laus of the Realm. And judge you 
whether they are repugnant to the Canons of the 
Church, when the 56th puts Rectors and Lectu- 
rers together, and orders em both to read Divine 
Service, and adminiſter the Sacraments, twice a 
Year, upon Pain of being equally ſuſpended by 
the Dioceſan. Several other Canons mention 
Lecturers; but I ſpare the Trouble of reciting 
em. 8 „5 
AND now, Sir, I am fore d to come to the 
Third Charge againſt Lecturers, which is very 
heavy indeed - That theſe New Teachers 
4 and Lecturers Preach (oftentimes) not ſo much 
« to the real Benefit, as to the Fancies and In- 
6e clinations of thoſe by whom they are to be 
« Paid for it. Puget hac n, e. 


Ax, can all the Wit of Man, Sir, help 
this? Sorry I am, that the Meaneſt People, in a 
Free-born Nation, ſhould be under ſuch Slavery, 
as to ſubmit their Labour to the Fancies and 
inclinations of thoſe, by, whom they are to 


be 


\ 
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be paid for it, when ſuch Labour is for their 


real Benefit - -- Much ſorrier, that our Con- 


ſtitution ſnould be ſo defective, as to leave Gen- 
tlemen, the Profeſſors of Phyſick and Law, the 
Guardians of our Lives and=E/tates, who are 
not only Men of the Beſt Families and Arcom- 


pliſhments in our Nation, but an Honour to it 


throughout all Europe, at the Fancies and In- 
clinations of thoſe by whom they are to be 


paid. But neither the Men, nor the Gentle- 
men, in this Caſe, are much to be pity'd; ſince 


They have it ſo much in their Power, if they are 
Once injur d, as to be their own Carvers the Se- 


cond Time. But His Lordſhip knew that the 


Caſe of Lecturers was far otherwiſe, tho their 
Families, and the Expence of their Education, 
is generally the ſame -- He knew, and there- 
fore compaſſionately bewail'd the Temptation 


they were under, to Preach to the Fancics 


and Inclinations of thoſe by whom they were 
to be paid for it -. And, therefore, his Lord- 
ſhip's Concern was very kind; ſince Lecturers 
are under the hard N eceſſity whether they 


Preach to the real Benefit, or to the Fancies and 


Inclinations of their Payers, to ſtate, the 
Caſe as He does: Becauſe their Pay-Maſters may 
do as they pleaſe--Let me then beg Leave to 
ſit down, and lament for a few Minutes, the 


deplorable Condition of My ſelf and Brethren-- 


And yet I cannot call. it ſo Deplorable neither, 


when I reflect upon the friendly Generoſity of 
our Citizens, and kind Benefactors ; nor do I 


D 2 complain 
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BM of Their Generoſt ity to us, who have 
yet done us ſo much Juſtice, that we have not 
any where elſe appeal'd for it. And if we are 
comtentea, why are others uneaſy ? - ad 


Tr ar ſome Few oftheſe new Aber Sir, 
may be ſo baſe and metcenary, as to ſeek more 
their own Lucre, than the Glory of God; as to con- 
ſult the Fancies and Opinions, more than the real 
Benefit, of thoſe to whom they Preach; is no great 
Wonder, as Times go: But, I verily believe, that 
the Number of ſuch rerches is very ſmall; and, I 
thank God, I am acquainted with none of em. 


THE Laber! of this Town, Str, had the 
fame Education, have the ſame Degrees, and, I 
am perſuaded, have the ſame Regard for Truth, 


: with the Incumbents of it; tho'they have notthe 


fame Encouragement, or Certainty of Subſiſt- 
ence. - And yet, if you'll take the Trouble of 
comparing the Sermons Printed by the Incum- 


bents and Lecturers, 1 dare ſay you will find the 


Lecturers full as Sound and Orthodox as the In- 
cumbents! You will find that hey have boldly 


oppos d Popery, Hereſy and Schiſin, and that 


the Precariouſneſs of their Maintenance did not 
tic up their Pens. my 


AND, Sir, at this very Day, if you examin 


their Doctrine, and Manner of Life, you'll 


have little Room to complain: Little Reaſon 


to accuſe em of "Ns deceiful Words, and 
Gt | daubing 


of Thins EY 


daubing with untempered Morter, to receive the 


vile Wa ages of Sin -- But, on the contrary, that they 
make the pure Word of God the Rule of their 
Preaching, as expounded by the Primitive Fathers 


and Councils of the Chriſtian Church, and con- 
firm d and bounded byithe Rubricks, Articles, and 
Canons of our own. -- And here Lecturers ſtand 
upon ſure Ground, and need never to be affiam d 
whilſt they ſo ſtand, however particular Parties 
of Men are pleas d or diſpleas d. — As to their 
Manner of Life, I hope tis ſuch as becomes: the 
Goſpel of *. | - 


Bur, tho 1 have been obli ig d to run this Pa- 


rallel 1 far between Incumbents and Lectu- 
rers; and hope I have done it with Decency ; 
yet ſure Lam, that it was with no View of putting 


em upon an Equality, of encouraging Lectu- 
rers to oppoſe Reffors, to form ſeparate In- 
tereſts, to be buſy in Pariſh-Afﬀairs, or any Way 
in the World to prejudice ein in their Dues, 
Rights and Privileges. -- For the Dnty of theſe 
Lefurers, 1am now ſpcaking of, is only to 


Preach on Sundays in the Afternoon. --- But it, 


in the Abſence of the Miniſters and Curates, 
they can any Way be ſerviceable to the Pariſhes 
they belong to, they ought to do it, and with- 
out Fee or Reward, leaving that for thoſe to 
whom it belongs. Vet, conſidering the Weak- 
neſs of Human Nature, I can't help wiſhing, 
that, ſince Lecturers are employ d, and approv'd 


of by our Laws, this Objection of his Lordſhip's 
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Was taken away, and — ane ſo 1 . 
as to be under no Suſpicion of Preaching to the 
Fancies and Inclinations of their Benefactors. 
And I am ſo far from wiſhing this, 1 aſſure you, 
out of Covetouſneſs, to enrich Lecturers, or 


to burthen Pariſhes, that 1 ſhould be glad to ſee 


it done, tho the Legal Stated Produce. of every 
Lecture in Town was leſs than tis now upon 
Contribution. Nor do 1 deſpair of ſeeing the 
Time, when a Brits/h Parliament will, upon 
duc Application, take away this Temptation Þ 1 
from Preachers and Hearers. 


AND now, Sir, having gone through the : 


Particulars of your Letter, and Anſwer d'em as 


well as I could in this ſhort Time, and without 
the leaſt intended Offence to any Body ; 1 am 
ſure you will ſuffer me to offer a few Hints in 
aer of Lecturers. 125 | 


And here I need not lay any Thing in Jull- 
fication of the Profeſſors and Lecturers in both 


our Univerſii Ties, who are Men of the beſt Learn - 
ing and Abilities, of ſingular Service to thoſe 11- 


luſtrious Places, and conſequentiy to the whole 
Nation. There. the Founders of em are juſtly 
Commemorated, and God Prais d for their good 
Works, as ſome of the beſt of Benefactors to Man- 
kind. Somewhat of the ſame Nature might be 


| urg'd for the Liberal Founder of the Lectures, 


or Profeſſorſhips, of Greſham-College, and all, | 


WF gg of that hips. Were they 
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not All piouſly intended to promote Religion, 


| Learning, good:Manners? And do they not an- 
Wer theſe Table h ng if not, whole F ie is 
ite wn . 


B UT, if we muſt ſpeak of FO oy 


with Regard to Preaching; ſure no Apology can 
be expected for all thoſe Charitable Legacies and 
Donations, which have been left by many Well- 
diſpos d Perſons, to ſupport the Week-Day Ser- 
mons, not only in London and Weſtminſter, but 
alſo in ſeveral other Cities and Places in this 
Kingdom. It would be very ungrateful and un- 


chriſtian not to keep the Memories of ſuch Mu- 


nificent People in Remembrance! Tho! they are 
Dead, they ſtill Speak, and ought'to be Celebra- 


ted for it! Without Doubt, they have their Re- 


ward; yet this Acknowledgement is due totheir 
| Aſhes, and ought ever to be paid, as a Tribute 
to paſt Virtue, and an Excitement to Poſterity to 


rival their Actions and Examples! And ſurely he 


| knows very little of the Preſent State of the 


Church, ſo corrupted in Faith and Practice, who © 
can think theſe Lectures uſeleſs pow; and has 


a mean Opinion of the Preachers and Fearers 
of em, if he can fancy ſuch Sermons don't contri- 


bute to the checking of Infidelity, and the Encreaſe 


of real Sanctity and Holineſs! For, as Morality, 


and the Hereſies of the Times, were the chief 


Matter of the Diſcourſes of the Fathers, ſo alſo 
are they of Ours. I muſt therefore wiſh, that 


wore a theſe Lectures were eſtabliſh'd, (as one 


Mos Wha 1.” oo 
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has lately been, by a Worthy Lady, and our * Good 


Mellitus, our Belovd Dioceſan) than that any 
of em were retrench'd. I might have mention d 
before, the vaſt Advantages Chriſtianity has re- 


ceivd from the Honourable Mr. Boylès Lecture; 


but, That is too well known to need Mentioning: 
Nor ĩs it fear d, but that, by the Bleſſing of Heaven, 
the One will, in Time, as effectually ſilence all 
the Enemies to our Saviours Divinity, as the 
1 Fa has all thoſe to the — of a God. wt 


B UT, Sir, if you have no Objedtion againſt 


- 1 in general, nor Preaching- Lecturers up- 


on Meel- Days, whether Preparation - Sermons for 
the Bleſſed Sacrament, thoſe on Chriſimas- Day, 
Good Friday, or any other Days enjoin'd to be 


obſerv d by the Church of England, but confine 


me to ſpcak ſoly to Sunday-Lecturers I obey 


your Commands, and only deſire to ask, whe- 


ther you think all thoſe Lectures on Sun- 
day- Mornings, at 6, and7, and 8 a Clock, of 
which. Sort we have many in this Town, ſome 
ſupported by the Pious Gifts of the Deceasd, and 
others by the Charitable Contributions of the 
Living, whereby the Prayers of our Church are 
Read, Sermons Preach'd, and: the- Holy Com- 
munion often Adminiſter d, to Pcrſons who 
could not ſo conveniently, or perhaps not at 
all, perform thoſe Dine Duties at the ſtated 
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Times, want an Excuſe? The Act of Unifor- 
mity, Car. 11. 14. enjoyns, © that no Lecture 
« upon Sundays, HolyDays, or other Week- 
C Days, ſhall be Preach d, without having the 

&« Common-Prayer firſt Read; Which makes it 
oftner read than it would otherwiſe be. And, 
ate not theſe Lectures, ſo Piouſly intended, ſo 
Religiouſly carry d on, and which contribute ſo 
much to the Quieting of Conſciences, to the 
Saving of Souls, to the Honour of Chriſt and 


His Inſtitutions, and to the Good of Society, 
to be, by mY * eee e 


f Continu d! 


* Sir, if you grant me this; pray what 
Fault can you find with our Sunday-Evening- 
Lectures, which are Weekly ſupported in Many 

of our Churches, and Monthly in Others? As, 
by the Morning Lectures, Servants, Apprenti- 
ces, and other well-inclin'd Perſons, partake of 
the Ordinances of the Church, which they could 
not do at the ſtated Times: So alſo do ſuch Peo- 
ple, and thoſe of an Higher Rank, who could 
not attend the Afternoon-ſervice, ſupply that 
Deficience by theſe Evening Lectures. And, is 
it not a Subject of Rejoycing, if feyeral Devout 
Members of- our Church enjoy all theſe Four 
Advantages, as I belieye they do, of offering up 
their Prayers in Public to God, and hearing His 


Word Read and Preach'd to em? Certain I am, 


as you have ſeen above, that CHriſtians were wont, 


in 9515 Primitive and Pureſt Ages of the Church, 
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AnD Fug Sir, you muſt like thele Bede 
23 vory well, when you conſider, that they 
don't hinder C atechizing, bur promote it : That 


great Numbers of Children are examin'd in our 


Church. Catechiſm at em, requir d to prove eve. 
ry Article of it from Holy Writ, and that hereby 
they are taught, not only to Mal, but to Excel, 
all the other Vouth of the Age. And, not only 


ſo; but the Diſcourſes which follow from the 


Pulpit upon theſe Occaſions, are often in a Ca- 
techetical Stile, and uſually ſo Plain and Practi- 


cal, as to be ſuitable to their Age and Capa- 
Cities, fit to ground em in the firſt Principles 
of the Oracles of God, and to train em up 


in the Way they ſhould go. All which is no 
Burthen to. the People, who are at Liberty 
to throw in their Mites, or to keep *em to ruſt 
and canker in their Pockets. And here I have 


another fair Opportunity of extolling our Charity- 


Schools : But ſince they are thus known by their 


3 Fruits, which 2 apparently ſhine before Men, 1 


ſhall paſs em over as above all Praiſe of Words, 
and Nite fitently glorify our Father, and our 
Duecen, who arc in Heaven, for em! And, let 
mc add, our Ring on Earth. 


8 INCE you have forc'd me, Sir, againſt my 
Inclinations, to be a mean Advocate for Lectu- 
rers, | hope you cant think this foreign to my 
_ "I 


Plat: Bur, ify youre La ba 

cloſely to Lecturers on Sundays in the . ia 
1 ſabmit, and beg you to accept of what juſt 
haſtily offers to my Pen in their Defence. And 
I ſhall take it for granted here, that theſe. Lectu- 


rers are Men ofthe ſame Egucation and Degrees 


with our Incumbents ; that they Preach as ſound 


Doctrine; that they need not obſtruct C atechia- 
ing, as it appears by the Effects they dont in this 
Town; that they are fo far from being con- 


trary to our preſent Eſtabliſhment, that it ap- 


proves of em: If not, how come they to be bs 
choſen by the Pariſhoners, to be ſufferd by 5 


Rectors, and to be licenſed by the Biſhops 2 
could name Sunday-Afternoon-Lectures hi 


were founded many Years ago, and are ſtill ſup⸗ i 


ported by Legacies: But, to inſtance in one 


you may pleaſe to recollect, that there are 7 L s 


a Year left, and ſo long ſince, that we can't yet 


trace the Original of it, to maintain ſuch a Lecture 


in our Own Church. If ſuch Charities were 


then thought Illegal, how came the Lectures to 
be founded, to be hitherto continu d, and the 


; Salarics paid? 


IF you ſay, Sir, 8 were no fuch Perſons 5 
in the Primitive Church; J anſwer, that all the TE 
Clergy were in the State of Lecturers then. II 


you ſay, there was no ſuch Afrernoom-Preaching, 
tor many Ages, after Churches were built and 
endow'd; the more was the Pity. But, if you 


* they were not [0 . in this Cit7 
. till 
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till the Tinjes of Confiiſion, I grant it, and re- 
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Joyce in the Effect, tho I lament the Cauſe : 

For, when they were then uſher'd in by our 
Church, into many Churches, twas indeed with- 
out any other Law than Neceſſity, which is al- 
ways a Law of it ſelf. The Diſſoyaliſts firſt ſet 
em up, encouraged em, and made the vileſt 
Uſes of 'em: And this provok'd the Church to 
look out for an Antidote to expel this Venom; 
and the beſt ſhe could think of, was to oppoſe 


em with their own Weapons, by having Lecru- 
rers too, Who might confute Gainſayers, and 


reſerve Her e A, from Contagion. And 


is She to be blam'd for Self. preſervation Eſpe- 


cially, when there was no Law againſt Her /6 
ating? Or, had Her Adverſaries, at leaſt, better 
Right to ſend out Goliath's againſt Her, than She 


had to ſend out Some to demoliſh em? To ſw | 


$2 


agar than She had to ſow Wheat 2 


For thjsReaſon, Sir, as I have been inform d. 


were all the Mecb. Day. Lectures at St. Bartho- 


lomew-Exchange founded, by. Chriſtians who 
had Zeal with Knowledge: And God grant they 
may ever anſwer this End, and ſo the Intention 
of their Donors! That they may ever combat 


with Error, Hereſy, S \chiſm, and all Antimonar- 


chical Principles : P 
B UT, if you grant the Reaſon of the fr? 


Inſtitution of Lecturers to be Good, yet diſlike 


em now ** cheir h becauſe they are ge- 


) 


* 


« Eur vas s. It 


nerally of about only 100 Years ſtanding; J aſſure 


you, Sir, that like Novelties, either in Church 
or State, (tho 1 have ſhewn above that Le- 
cturers are no Novelty) as little as you poſſi- 
bly can; and promiſe, that, if you will rectify 


Yu. Worſe Novelties; which have ſince encor- 


porated themſelves with our Eſtabliſhment, I will 
be the Foremoſt to ſtrike out that of Lectu- 
rers. But, if All Novelties are to be condemn d, 
I could ſoon give you a very Large Catalogus: 


Vet I am ſo far of another Opinion, that [think 


the. Exigencies of Times and Places, and Pub. 
lick Welfare, may Authorize ſuch Novelties, 
as arc not Contrary to a Divine Law --- Which, 
I believe, you will own Sermons on Sundays in 
the Afternoon 707 to be. 


AND now, Sis, I ſhall wick up this long 
and incorrect Letter, with ſhewing a few of the 
Advantages of continuing ſuch Lecturers as 
we arc diſcourſing of, and of the Diſadvan- 
tages which would probably enſue OT. the 


On of em. 


AN p, can I begin with a greater Honour to 
them, than the Drawing and Keeping of People 
to the Church? For, ſince the ſame Diſtemper 
ſtill rages, ought not the ſame Remedy to be 
ſtill apply'd? (This His Lordſhip owns, in Con. 
currence with his laſt Grace of Canterbury!) 


Thoſe who differ from us, have more Lectures 


now, than cycr ; the People have full as itching 
. Ears: 


cc 
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Ears: And, therefore, can our Lectures be thought 
more unneceſſary now, than they were at firſt? 
Ought we to ſuffer our Opponents to excel us 
in any Reſpect? Or, ſhould we not be in 
Labours more. abundant, tho” you think them 
above Meaſure ? For, if Preachers fail, Sedu- 
cers will not; but the Defection of our People 
to Popiſh Superſtition, or Scditious N. oveltles, 
Or 0 nf Atheiſm, would enſue --- For 
theſe Charmers would faſcinate the Multitude, 
and draw many away; but conſtant Preaching 


hinders the Two Extremes from ſwallowing 
up our Church. ; 


WR we all of the ame Opinion, were 
there no Strivings of Parties, no Emulations for 
different Ends, and cach of us ſo Religious as 
we ought to be: Was the Caſe in Great-Bri- 
Zain, as a Learned Author tells us tis in Sue 
dense * Where the Lutheran Religion has never 
ce been diſtracted by Non. Conformity ſince the 
« Reformation ; all the Orders of Men agreeing 
ce in a conſtant Attendance on Divine Service, 
and a Zeal for their own Way, without any 
nice Enquiries into diſputable Points, either 
* jn their own Tenets, or thoſe of other 
« Churches; whereby it becomes the Buſineſs 
of their Preachers, rather to perſuade the Pra- 
Qice of Piety, than to oppoſe the Doctrine 
of others, or defend their own: - Cateche- 
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tical Diſcourſes. out of the Desk might a full 
as well as Sermons from the Pulpit : on Suns 


days in the Afternoon: But ſince this is rather 
to be wiſh'd, than hop d for, we are to uſe all 


juſtifiable Means to Save Some; and tis lawful 
to try to pleaſe the People for their Edifcations 


after the Example of 'St. Paul. * 


Ap, ſince we are ſo 2 in n 


that we ſet up Altar againſt Altar, and feem more, 


to conſult our Palates and Fancies, than Truth 
and. ſubſtantial Holineſs ; fince we find our Li- 


turg y, which is the moſt primitive and compleat 


Collection of Publick Devotion that is usd in 
any Church in the World, does not keep up 
an adequate Senſe of its Excellence, and Spi- 


rit of Piety ſince the Humour fo runs, that 


Catechizing and Expounding , when added to 
the Common. Prayer, are unfor tunately thought 
ſo dry and jejune, that they are not duly at- 
tended; and ſince all Diſcipline ſeems to be ſo 
faſt a ſleep, that we know not when it will 


| awaken; what other Method have we left of 


drawing Men to the Church, than by their Ears? 


Eſpecially, when we foreſee that they would pro- 


bably be led, by enticing Words, to other Places, 


if they were not thus drawn Thither! Twas a Say- 


ing inst. Chryſoffome's Days, Why ſhould Igo to 
e Church, if 1 cannot hear a Sermon? Wehear 


« the ſame Things read every Day to, us out of 


r Scripture! They ee then, that Sermons 


c 
Eras nne * Were 


ih. 
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were not Fr equent enough, or too Short --- 


And People would part with any other Office of 
b NOW, N than Sermons. | 


Bvr this is not all, Sir — For ſuch Lathes 
arc of ſingular Service, even to thoſe who would 
go to no other Place of Worſhip than the Church, 
if they were not inſtructed — The Beſt and 
Wiſeſt of us may well bear with a Sermon in 
the Afternoon, tho we heard one in the Morn- 
ing: Eſpecially, ſince One Sermon was far lon- 
ger formerly than Two are now; when they 
Preach'd till the T ongues of the one, and the Ears 
of the other, were quite tired out --- But ſuch 
is the Delicacy and Tenderneſs of our Nobility 
and Gentry, at leaſt in the Winter, that they 
ſeldom get ready for the Morning-Service: And, 
I fear, if there was no Sermon in the Aftcrnoon, 
tho' too Few come then into the Houſe of the 
Lord, there would be much Fewer. 


Ap then, Sir, Servants, Cc. who are much 
the greateſt Part of this Town, tho they have an 
equal Title with their Maſters to the Means of 
Grace and Hopes of Glory, are generally ſo con- 
fin'd, that they have no Time to pay their Ad- 
dreſſes to their Maker, and to learn their Duty 
to Him and their Governours, but in the After- 
noon. So that High and Low, Richand Poor, 
one with another, as Matters now ſtand, ſeem 
to require theſe Lectures: For bare Catechizing 


and Expounding , you are perſuaded, would 
8 OY 
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hardly induce. many to think the C hurch more. 
pleaſant than the Fields. Accordingly, in the 
Reign of King James J. before Lectures were ſo 
frequent, the People were wont to ſpend the After- 
noon on Sundays at Foot: ball, and ſuch like Di- 
verſions; and therefore that Te rned Monarch 
writ a moſt Orthodox Treatiſe of the Obſervation 
of the Lord 's-Day, and dedicated i it to the bY 
ſhops and Clergy of England. 5 


TAESE Advantages,” Sit affect the * in 
General -- But, among thoſe which are Particu- 
lar, I am ſorry to mention One; which is, that 
it ſometimes ſo unfortunately happens, upon 
ſome Account or other, that the Pariſhioners 
are ſo prejudic d againſt their Miniſter, that they 
will not go to hear him in the Morning; and, 
if he either Preach d, or Expounded, in the Af. 
ternoon, would refuſe to do it: The Conle- 
quence of which is, that they either wholly for- 
ſake the aſſembling of themſelves together, or 
go to ſeparate aſſemblies, or at leaſt break the 
Parochial Unity and Communion of Saints, by 
licentiouſly Gadding to other Churches; a Pra- 
ctice contrary to the OEconomy of our Church, 
and productive of numerous ill Conſequences. | 
In this bad Caſe, ſhould it happen, I think tis 
very happy that we have Lecturers to keep Folks 
to their own Churches in the Afternoon : For, 
however it may be with Incumbents, who are 
put upon em, and, whether they like em or not, 
muſt Take em for better for worſe, one would 
E ſuppofe 


3 
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ſuppoſe the Lecturers, wh are their Sn Choice, 
by whom they are voluntarily paid, and whom. 
they can either Turn out, or Srarvein, ſhould not 
be unacceptable. But I put this only as a Caſe in 
Poſſibility . And, if it ever falls out, that Lecturer 
would be very baſe. and ungenerous, who took 
Advantage of his ReQor's Misfortunes, and in- 
ſinuatedd himſelf at his Expence; whereas he 
ought rather to do all in his Power, where there 
is Room, to reſtore his 9 and Authority. 


Bo T, Sir, were call Minilters ever ſo accepta- 
ble and beloy'd in their Pariſhes, and: obligd to 
Preach Twice in the ſame Church every Sunday, 


or to Catechize and Expound, yet Lecturers are 


ſtill of ſingular Service to them, and the Inhabi- 
tants: For, how well ſoever theſe Duties might 
be diſcharg'd, we have all ſuch a natural Itch to 
Novelty and Varicty, that I queſtion whether 
their Labours would be ſo agreeable as they now 


are, whilſt they diſcharge only the Function of 


the Morning, and leave that of the Afternoon to 
Lecturers. I could appeal to Experience for the 
Truth of 1 this Remark, and inſtance in ſome Pa- 
riſhes within the Bills of Mortality, wherethe 
Effects are bad of the Miniſters ſupplying both 
Parts of the Day; and yet might be rectify d, 

and without the leaſt Prejudice to their Incomes, 
if they would allow the. Patiſhoners to elect Le- 
Aurers. I mention this Only as a plain Proof of 


what L advance, and without any invidibus De- 
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rations ſtrong enough to aten Keie Offices 
in Perſon; Without ect 0 difordering- them- 
Lelxes, impairing their Health, and ſhortning their 

Wes. What oyeht they in Prudence to do then? 

y, they muſt, pay Aſſiſtants to ſupply their 
Places, and fo pinch theniſelves and Families. 
I not the Ca much W BAR 
e 5 VI 

BU. T, Were all Rectors never ſo ſtrong and 
healthy, very Few of em, Im perſuaded; have 
ſo little Modeſty, as to think themſelves capable 
of compoſing Two Diſcourſes every Week ſit 
o be gelwer g. te the Congregations of this 

own, conſidering the various Calls they have 
out of their Studies, to Baptize, to Viſit the Siek, 
to Bury the Dead, to anſwer the Avocations of 
their own Families, to beg for the Poor and Pi- 
ſtreſs d, and to ſollicit Favours, and do Good Offi- 
cs, for mar Friends, their 2 their Ac. 
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20 vr, to oath over r eyery other Adbantage of 
LeQurersto Incumbents - Pray, Sir, whog gene- 
rally enjoy the LeQures of this Town? Do not 
the Pariſh-Miniſters.? And, do they not want em? 
For, I fancy, that, taking One Living with Ano- 
ther within the Walls, after Curates are paid, 


and Taxes, Expences, and Disburſements, inevi- 


tably attending em, diſcharg d, they hardly bring 
in clear 150 J. per Annum. And what a Main- 
tenance is this, conſidering Where, and How 
they muſt Live, for a London Rector and his Fa- 
mily? What Proviſion can he make for his Wife 
and Children out of it? The Lectures, therefore, 
- which they have, ſatisfy their Curates, hedge in 
the Outgoings of their Livings, and help to keep 


em in tolerable Plight. And wy. can find in 


his Heart to envy - em this? 


Yer lam far from upbraiding the Genero- 
ſity of the Citizens: For, were they not liberal 


— Law, few of their Paſtors could live. 1 


might nevertheleſs give a Hint here, of the Dif. 


ference of the Value of Money when their Rates 


were ſettled, and no: And hope to be excus d, 
if | was ſo Bold, or ſo Compaſſionate, (call it 
which. you . Jos to wiſh this Hardſhip was in- 


ſpected by the Legiſlature. 


en is it only an Eaſe and Profit to the Mini- 
ſters, but alſo an Honour and Pleaſure to the 


Citizens, to have their Churches thus decently 


b d, 
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| TIO d, commonly by Three Clergymen, Paſtor, | 


Curate, Lecturer. As they are not only richer, 
but abound more than Country-Pariſhes, in all 
the Comforts and Elegancies of Life; ſo may 


they ever continue to do, and as well in er 


tuals, as Tempgeals! 


Non are Lecturers and Curates 988 of Ad- 
vantage to the Miniſters and People in theſe 


Reſpects; but alſo, the great Number of Lectutes 


and Cures here are of vaſt Service to the Church 


in general, by having ſo many of the Younger 
Clergy ſupported, by theſe, Methods, in this 
Town. And yet who can ſay there are too 
many? Or, that we are over - run with em? Or, that 


they are burthenſom? When he recollects the 


ſmall Pittance of their Maintenance, and that 
we have Wees one Clergymnan® to 3 Lay- 


men. 1 Fo ; 3 e 5 of #4 7 ng 
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bp; ECTURE R 8 Forge are alſo greatly Pen er 


| al to this City, by being, as it were, a Nurſery 
for Rectors of it, and training em up, Step by 


Step, to be qualify d for that Poſt. Re ward is 
the Mother of Induſtry: And, as all the Lectures 


of this Town, and many of the Livings, are at 
the Diſpoſal of the Citizens, young Gentlemen, 
vho ſeldom come full ripe out of the Univer- 
ſities, when they find they are to be encourag d 
and preferrd here according to their Mexits, 
double their Diligence and Studies in Order to 
| deletve Promotion 5 f 
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40079 ND, en it not fox this Method; how could 
che City be properly ſupply'd with Incumbents: 
"IC du ſay, out of the Univerſities; I grant it 
But, Pray, did not theſe Lecturers and Curates | 
come out of the Univerſities? And, after they . 
have been employ d many Vears in theſe lower 
Stations, ought they not to be ſuppos d (Practi- 
_ cal Knowlege being certainly che Pech more fit- 
Iy qualify d for Pariſh-Priefts, wings thoſe who |... 
Were never converſant in Parochial Affairs? 
But, if ich ſay, they may be-calFd out of the {| 
Country ; 1 | fancy you would be diſappoint- | 
ed, 'tho* there are many Worthy and Leat- 
ned Gentlemen among the - Country-Clergy : 
For the Air, the Cuſtoms, the Expences, are ſo 
different here from what they are there, that, 
"believe; Few would care to quit a Living of 
1001. a Fear there, for one of 150% hefe. And, 
as theſe Lectures are of Service to the City; ſo 
alſo are they to the Country, by breeding up | 
aid qualifying fit Clergymen to be {cnt into it, 
for whom there is not Employment here. All 
Which tends to the Got 5 of 115 25 as well 
as Of the. Church. | » | 
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have pur et ene, Sir, to wöchtaon © one 
Thing in Favour of Lecturers, v hich is, that there 
, & not Roben it any Churches for all the Pa- 
 riſhioners, "of a (Gatter of- em, to pay their Duty 
to God together in the Morning; becauſe our 
New Churches go on % faſt, or Gught ſo to do that 
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me in obſerving, Sir, that the meaneſt of our Or- 


der are not choſen into Lectures in this Town; 


or, if they are, that Lectures ſo exceedingly im- 
prove em, that a great Part, not only of our 


Late, but alſo of our Preſent Biſhops, mounted 
ditectly out of theſe Stations into their Epiſco- 
pal Sees; and that Men of the beſt Figure inour 
Profeſſion fill many of theſe Poſts now: Which 


ſhould be ſo interpreted, I think, that the Court 
is ſo far from diſapproving of em, that it di- 


ſtinguiſhes em; and that the Citizens are ſO far 
— deſerving Cenſure, that they ſeem to me- 
rit Thanks from the Legiſlature, for making ſuch 
proper Choices of their LeQurers, and encourag- 
ing em ſo long with their Bounty and Liberality, 
till they are fit for the Royal Countenance, and 


thought qualify'd to ore Bag AO RY we 
in ene Polis, 30 


2 4 0 v ſee, 1 * 8 as: 3 Ercedoan! . 


Plainneſs I. haye. aſſerted the Authority of gur 


Preaching, tho we are not inſpir d, cho we are 


not ſent and authoriz d hy God in an extraor- 
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and many Perſons left without Excuſe, who now 

make that an Apology for ſtaying at Home, or go- 
ing Abroad, or running to Neighbouring Churches, 
or ſuch Places of . as are . "Oy 
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dna Way, and endow d with Miraculous Gifts, © 3 


| 45, the firſt Preachers were: V et, ſince St. C rx ſd. 
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H me 575 « St. Paul converted the World, not 
ſo much by his Miracles, as by his continual 
< Preaching, canyouthink our Labour is whol- 
ly in vain'now? That I have purſu'd this Argu- 
ment ſo far, is not only in Obedience to your 
Letter, but al ſo to juſtify a Divine Inſtitution, 
which has continu'd more or left in all Periods 
of the Church, and is now, I think, by vaſt In- 
duftry and Application, advanc d to the higheſt 
Degree of Eminence in Our Own; Foreigners 
generally taking noiJthat Paing in Ten Sermons, 
which many of us do in One. And, as we preach 
oftner than Foreign Churches; ſo we keep the 
Lord's Day better obſerv d; which ſupports the 
ſpiritual Grandeur of e n us more 
m_ other Nations. 
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A LL” v this; Sir, you 105 forcd me. to fay 
unwillingly : And, how many Bluſbes ſocyerit 
may have coſt me in writing it, yet this is my 
Comfort, that I think l have written ſuch 7 1 
as need not vluſs, | 


tb, Sir, Pe I have. vided 0 tar, nd 

find my Face begins to harden a little now, I 
ſhall dare to tell you one Truth more: Which 
is, That ſince Lecturers are legal Miniſters, Mi- 
niſters Of your on chuſing, and ſo uſeful and 
advantageous in many Reſpeds, you are bound, 
both by the Law and the Goſpel, as l could oon 
make appear, to Support and Maintain em in 
an, Handſome Manner, How little Reaſon I have 
my 


%. 


f 
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my ſelf to complain, upon this Account, you 

very well know; how many Reaſons have to 

thank and eſteem the Pariſh we belong to, you 

know likewiſe: And, therefore, I may ſpeak, both 
with Modeſty to my 25 and Honour to our Pa- 
ri ſs, upon this Point, in Hopes of doing Juſtice and 

Service to other Gentlemen i in my own Station. 


8 E OR a Proof of this, I refer you to the Of 
fertory, or Sentences in the Communion-O 
which are Texts out of the New Teſtament, (c- 
lected by the Church, as Inſtructions and Exhor- 
tations to this great Duty, written long before 
any Legal Proviſion was made for the Clergy, 

and ſtill as binding, where there is no ſuch Pro- a 
viſion yet made Ie” em : For the Miniſters of te ä 

Goſpel, without any DiſtinQion, are to live by _ 
the Goſpel, according to the Commands of our 
Saviour, and the Practice of His Apoſtles. * * Who 
* gocth a Warfare at any Time of his own Coſt? 

Who planteth a Vineyard, andeateth notofthe 
Fruit thereof? Or who feedeth a Flock, and eat- 
“eth not of the Milk of the Flock? If we have 
ſown unto you ſpiritual Things, is it a great 
Matter if we ſhall reap your worldly Things? Do 
ye not know that they who miniſter about Holy 
Things, live of the Sacrifice? And, they who 


Wait at the Altar, are Partakers with the Altar? 
<* Even ſo hath the Lord alſo ordained, that they 
< Who preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel. 
2 Io Let him NE is Nu in the Word, miniſter 
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&, unto. him that teacheth in all a 1 


© 9 Des FENCE | 


This is the Goſpel-Maintenance, the Church's: 
Duty to Miniſters with Regard to Proviſi- 
on. A plentiful Subſiſtence for the Prieſtis 


and e was expreſiy enjoynd by the Mo. 


farc Law and this Point is ſo often repeated and 
inculcated throughout the whole Old Teſtament, 
that it would require a Volume to recite all the 
Paſſagesʒ tho Preaching did not begin in the Fewy/Þ 
Church till the Time of Erra - Vet all the Mi- 


niſters belonging to the Temple had ſuch an 
ample Allowance provided for em by God, that, 


according to the Computation of Selden, the 
whole Tythe amounted to near the 5th Part of 
the whole Revenue of the Land, beſides Offer- 
ings, Sacrifices, ec. tho the Tribe of Levi was 
ſo ſmall a Body of People, in Compariſon of 
thereſt, that it did not amount to the 49th Part, 
as may be ſeen, Numb. 1. 3, -— Whence. it is 
evident, that thoſe who then attended Di- 
vme Service, muſt needs be very rich. It is 
well known, that in the Primitive Times, the 


Clergy had a liberal Suppott out of the Offer- 


ings of the People: And, I am ſure, they have 
ſtill the ſame Right, where there is not a legal and 
| ſtated Income. Nor were the very Gentiles: want- 


ing in this Reſpect, we may be ſure, ſi nee. Fa 9 | 


when he made Pharoah Proprictor of all Z 


preſum d not to. Buy the Land of the 2 | 


And ſince; at the Riſe of the Roman Empire, 
_ the Senators and Prieſts, and all thoſe who had 
the chief eh over the Affairs of * 
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. £< beneficd Man is not allow d to be a Preacher, 
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were nnn, of hs Mumien or Nos 


bility, can you doubt of their having a Plepriful 
Maintenance: . to return | 
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NNE I rn Prieftsof « our. 1 Sir, 3 are 2 


thority to preach the Goſpel; and equally em. 
power d, I think, by the Goſpel, to receive theit 
Reward for ſo doing: But; ſuch is the Happineſs 
of Incumbents, (abfit Ditto Inuidia) that, as 
they are obliged by Law to preach, ſo are 5 
al ſo by Law enabled to recover their Recompence 
for ig, ' Vet Incumbents are not obligated. to 
preach above once'a Month. The 45th Canon in- 
deed directs * every benefic d Man, allow'd-to 
6 be a Preacher, to preach, if he thinks fir, one 
c Sermon every Sunday in the Year, either at 
« 'His own Church, or ſome Other--- But, * if a 


he muſt get a Sermon once 4 Month, if his 
Living can pay for it. Vet, after all, no Canans 
enforce Miniſters to preach ſo often as they do; 
and no Penalties are annexed ©; thoſe which 
3 any Preaching... 
* o that the Office of Preaching, ha the Go- 
vernment thinks #7 to exert it ſelf, is not appropri- 
ated to Livings, as appears from Canon agth about 
Licences from the Conduct of theReigns of A. VIII 
dard VI, „Qucen Mary, and Queen Elizabeth, 
hen ſuch: Perſons only were allow d to Preach, 
; whether "—_—_ hed. eg yarn Mr not, » (hot this Was 
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a; 4 exceſſive Strain of Aubert as were 
Licens d io to do. | . 


RECTORS, n may be flenc, Fir, 
and Curates, or Lecturers, appointed to preach 
in their Sted: For Legal - Preaching ſeems to de- 
pend wholly upon a Licence from the Dioce- 
fan; that is the only Human Title they both have 
for this Practice; and therefore, I conceive, that 
when a Rector is Licens d to Preach in a Church, 
and a Lecturer alſo, they have an equal Autho- 
rity for Preaching, tho they have not for Pay- 
ment. The Rector, indeed, may deny the Le- 
cturer his Pulpit, as being his Freehold: A Com- 
mon-Law Caſe, which can never be inſiſted on, 
by a ſpiritual Man, (when no flagrant Crime glares 
in the Lecturer) without Contempt and Deriſion, 
even from good Chriſtians: And, when the Re- 
ctor has done, ' the Biſhop may alſo, if he plea- 
ſes, ſilence Him too, and order a Third Perſon 
to ſupply both their Places: And all this with the 
utmoſt Equity; for if Clergymen can t agree, who 
ſhould ?'7antane Animis Celeſtibus Ire? They 
ſin againſt their Profeſſion, when they don't ſet 
a 4 of Peace to their Followers: } 1 


So that Rectors, Lecturers, and Ges i if 
Licens d to preach, habe the ſame Right ſo to 
do, in Order to promote the Glory of God, and to 
edify the People: And, Sir, judge you whether they 
have not an equal Right to be paid! And, if ſo, 
* am pretty ſure, — thoſe who give Nothing to 

: 9 3 — Lecturers, 
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Lecturers, would do juſt the ſame to their Pariſh- 
Prieſts, if they were at the ſame Liberty : For, 
as they are alike licens d to preach: in the ſamte 
Churches, and, without Affront, alike do ſo, I 
can ſee no n Reaſon per "__ would r ner 
be alike i | 22, 


L * 9 


5 5 ur the Leders wave. this Plea. in Defe- 
rence to our Laws; and only deſire their Audi- 
tors to conſider, that, if there were no ſuch Laws, 
whether they wou d be moſt liberal to the In- 
-cumbent, Curate, or Lecturer. But I forbear 
That the Labourer is worthy of his Hire, is plainly 
affirm'd-- Such Labourers Lecturers are, for the 
perfecting of the Saints, for the edifying of the 
Body of Chriſt: And therefore deſerve their Hire; 
tho they are not Hirelings any more than the 

Rectors. But, as the Incumbents have poſitive Laws 
on their Side, and are bound to Viſit and take Care 
of the whole Pariſhes they belong to, tis but juſt 
and equitable, that they ſhould have a much Better 
Income than the Lecturers, who are only to 
Preach on Sundays in the Afternoon. Yet they 

uſually do other Offices, and without any other 
Advantage, than that of obli iging e Maden 
and Pariſhes. 


T HAT alu whid * the Chandy 8 

fi t under the Miniſtry of Lecturers, Sir, are bound 

in Conſcience and Decency to contribute, ac- 

cording to their ſeveral Stations and Abilities, to 
hk Maintenance of their reſpective Lecturers, | 

is 


B ADverd dE 


Jr too clear to want any Proof Res jpſa loqui- 

And, that thoſe who ſlight. all Places of 
Worſhp, and thoſe who go to ſeꝑarate ones, 
ought to be Neighbourly in this one Caſe, Which 
is left to their Free- Will, as well as in ſuch Rates 
and Payments as they are fore d to. comply with, 
might be made appear: Becauſe there are but 
few Familics, God be thank'd, out of which Foe 
go to the Pariſh-Church 3 upon-whoſe Account 
_—_— who officiarc i in ir ought th: ** . 


1 W the pan Biſhop, Gibſon men- 
tions, in His Codex, A Pro uiſion for | Lefturers 
before the Reſtoration, and quotes for it, 13, 14. 
Car. II. Cap. 25. F. I. Which Statute ſets forth, 
ee That dhe Loyaliſts were conſtrained to ſettle 
c Advowſons, Rectories, Glebes. and Tythes, to 
ce the Ules aſſign d by the Long-Parliament,, as 
Pe: Bae for Delinquency, as they calld 

«jt, which was chiefly appropriated for the Main- 
tenance of Preaching Miniſters and Lecturers. 
— The AQ of Exemption likewiſe ſays, 19. 
Gu. & Mar. © That Nothing therein con- 
* tain'd, ſhall be conſtrued to exempt any of the 
«Perſons aforeſaid from paying of Tythes,or other 
« Parochial Duties, or any Other Duties to the 
Church or Miniſter, -- I have recited the Former 
of theſe Statutes, to ſhew thoſe whodrfer. from 
us, what Care their Forefathers took to provide 
for Lecturers, tho 1 with they may never have 


fucb a Proviſion again: And the Lutter, to re- 
5 * em, that, tho they e are diſpens d with for 


not 
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not Going to Church, yet they are t from Pay- 
ing all the Duties to my Church and Miniſter, 5 
Bur emerge chiefly 866 encourgant 
ad of a Senſe of Religion, and of Love and 
Obedience to our Bleſſed Lord and Maſter, who 
commands his Diſciples to propagatethe'Goſpel; 
to drive away all erroneous and ſtrange Doctrine, 
and all his Followers to contribute liberally 
añd chearfully to ſuch as undertake that difficult 
Employ -- So that thoſe who give out of Perſonal 
Reſpect to the Preacher, or with any other Views 
dan theſe; or withdraw their Subſcriptions up- 
on every little Omiſſion of Ceremony, and the 
like; give upon falſe Principles, and ſo forfeit the 
Reward they might otherwiſe juſtly expect from 
their Saviour for complying with His Injunctions. 
Particular Likeings and Affections, Prejudices 
and Parties, ſnould be overlook d here; and the 
Mite which is caſt into this Treaſury, ought to 
be eſteem d, not as an Offering to Men, but 
unto the Lord, in Order to convert the Wick? 
ed, to confirm the good, to kcep the Wolf 
from the Sheep, and to convince Gainſayers. And 
therefore I cannot but wonder how many Ci: 
tizens and Chriſtians, who are very Zealous in 
their ſeveral Ways, and like Lecturers mighty 
well, can ſatisfy Gel Confticdcn? in giving en 


either Nothing at all, or lei than they do to their 


Common Watchmen.” The Caſe is far orlggrwie 
aue thoſe who differ from us? and Tm lorry” 


their ir Honour ſhould: be our Bee. Sf an 
Ie 


i 
4 
; 
J 
6 
q 
: 
| 
3 
| 


x 4 


6: A Drrs ENCE ER 


. 1 15 * 


* yOu Bo Trl Peet: cannot * . 3 


that they have no legal Demands; and cannot 
force your, Money out of your Pockets: Vet, 


pray, are they not Miniſters of the Goſpel? Do, 


they not conſtantly preach it? Are they not choſen, 
by you yourſelves ſo, todo? Are they not Shep-, 


herds, Meſſengers, Watchmen, Stewards? Does not 
their Education coſt em as much Time, and Pains, 


and Expences, as that of the Incumbents? Do not 


their Sermons do the ſame? Then, ſurely, they 


have a Natural Right, as well as an Evangelical 


one, to yourOblations! If they have no Tythes, muſt 


they have no Offerings? If they cannot com- 


mand a Maintenance by Law, are they entitu- 
led to None by the Goſpel? If they cannot make 
you pay, as you ought, for their reaſonable Ser- 
vice, are you not the more oblig'd to give it? 
Even Tythe of the Rent of Houſes is not due of 
Common Right, tho Acts of Parliament ſecure 
ſuch Payment to the London Clergy: But it was 
originally call'd an Offering, or Oblation, in 
Proportion to the Rent of Houſes in the City 
of London; and afterwards Tythes, io tis not 
allow d to be a Predial Tyt the. 


Bur this; is a Twk wo Ungrarcfulto to me, 8 15 


generally, I thank God, ſo Unncceſſary now, 

(ſuch a Spirit of Generoſity reigning among our 

Citizcys, notwithſtanding all the great Wrecks 

of Fortunes, all the diſmal Calamities we at 

this Time labour . and all the juſt Team 
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and Complainings in our Streets, which F hope 
the Almighty will ſoon avert, and turn into Songs 


of Joy and Thankſgiving,) that I am ſure you 
will excuſe my drawing the Curtain here, wil 
only * yn, yore Sp 


” 


Fs Tour moſt Obedient, 
Hull Servant, 


J. MornrIcg 
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